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XXIII. — Notes an the Country lying between the Meridians of 
55" and 64° East, and embracing a section of the Elburz Moun- 
tains in Northern Khordsdn. By James Baillie Fraser, 
Esq. 
The great range of Elburz, which skirts the southern shore of 
the Caspian Sea, and pursues a course nearly east and west from 
the plains of Mogam to the highlands of Merghab (improperly 
called Moorghab), and the Hazarah country, spreads out into 
greater width between the meridians of 55° and 64° east ; that is, 
from Gurgan* of Asterabad to Merghab, and presents to the 
desert on the north a slope which has obtained the name of 
Atak,-\ literally the skirt (of the mountains), in the same way as 
Daman, a province of Afghanistan, signifies the skirt of the hills 
sloping down to the banks of the Indus. 

This tract, formerly one of the richest districts belonging to 
the sovereigns of these countries, and still covered with ruins of 
great cities, and vestiges of former prosperity, is now nearly a 
wilderness, or but sparsely occupied by tribes of Turkomans, who 
live partly on the produce of their flocks and herds, but much 
also on the proceeds of that plunder which they gain in inroads 
and pillaging parties systematically made by them upon their 
Persian neighbours. 

The mountainous tract above alluded to, irregular in shape, 
and spreading out in some parts to a breadth of full 200 miles, is 
divided longitudinally into ridges, separating valleys which com- 
municate with each other by passes or defiles, and form an exten- 
sive aggregate of districts, many of which are well inhabited and 
cultivated. 

These districts may be conveniently arranged in several lines 
running from west to east, as thev are divided by the principal 
intervening ridges, nearly as follows. Upon the skirts of the most 
' southern ridge are found those of Mei-omid, 'Abbas-abad, Ma- 
zinan,Sabzawar, Nfshapur, and Sherff-abad. Close behind these, 
but separated from them by ridges of greater or less altitude, 
lie Jajerm and Sang-khast, Nardin, Jaghetai or Juve'in, Bam, 
and Miyan-abad ; Isferain, Suff-abad, Bawer, Sultan-Me'idan or 
Madan, forming what is locally called the Serd-vildyef , or Cold 
Country, being that between the first-mentioned line of districts 
and the great central line which comes next to be described. 
This includes the districts of Armudli and Semalghan ; the plains 
of Bujnurd, Shirwan, Khabushan, Radkan, Chinaran, Tus, and 
Mash-hed, which are all continuous with, or opening into each 
other. At the western extremity of this line are found some of 

* Or Jurjan. — S. 

f A Turkish word, pronounced etek at Constantinople ; it is exactly the sinus of 
the Romans. — S. 
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the passes to the lower country of Gurg&n, hereafter to be no- 
ticed ; while the eastern end opens into a nearly continuous valley 
which reaches to Herat. 

A chain of mountains, unequal in height as in breadth, confines 
the great line of valleys just described, on the north-east, and 
among these lie irregularly disposed a number of valleys and 
elevated plains, each forming a district in itself separated by or 
intermingled with lofty and craggy ridges. The north-eastern 
base of this mountainous tract which bounds the desert runs 
nearly N.N.W. from the point at Ak-derbend,* where it is pierced 
by the Mash-hed river, to Parau, another point to the N.W., 
where that part of the range terminates, and the mountains turn- 
ing back at an angle, probably acute, towards the south, preserve 
a very irregular and indented line. Parau, as we are informed 
by persons acquainted with the country, is a mountain bounding 
on the north a valley, the bed of a fine stream, and known by the 
same name ; and from its extremity, we are told, a narrow chain 
extends to the lesser Balkan, 120 miles. Thence to the greater 
Balkan is said to be a distance of ten farsakhs, f or forty miles ; 
and thence again to 0'k-kdh,'l or the Arrowhill, the distance is 
called twenty farsakhs, or eighty miles, from which, according to 
our informant, Khivah is not more than five days' journey. From 
O'k-kdh to Kuruk sufi, where the Atrak falls into the sea, was 
said by the same person to be thirty farsakhs. These distances, 
though given by a person well acquainted with the country, are 
so uncertain that they cannot be relied on ; insomuch, that no 
attempt has been made to use, or to reconcile them with other dis- 
tances or bearings in the accompanying sketch. § 

The following are a few of the best-known districts in this 
range of mountains. To the eastward lies Kel at- Nadir i,|| which 
is the last place of importance in that direction. Then, opening 
to the Atak, are found Deregez, Sheurek, Derbadan, Afghaz, a 
fine wooded valley beneath a hill of the same name ; Geristdn 
Firizeh close on the verge of the Turkomans, Germdu,^ in the 
same vicinity, Gifhdn, Raz, Kmh-Khdneh, or the Hawk's Nest,** 
Bdlkdni, Kolpili, Thikmavdn, Zerzdu. These are all said to be 
fine districts, with plenty of villages, and some of them wooded. 
Further removed from the mountains, and upon their skirts, lie the 
wider districts of Tihejen, watered by that river, and inhabited by 
the Turkoman tribes ; Abiverd was once a fine district, but is 
now abandoned, as are Dirum and Nisa. N.W. of these lie 



* White De81e (Turkish).— S. 

+ Or farsang, the parasanga of the Greeks. — S. 

t Turkish name.— S. § Preserved in the library — Ed. 

|! Nadir's kelat, being his favourite stronghold. — S. 

% Germ-au or Germ-av, i.e. warm water, a provincialism for Germ-ab. — S. 

** Kush in pure Turkish signifies only bird.— S. 
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Akhcd, inhabited by Tekeh Turkomans, a well-watered sloping 
plain; Archaman, Burmah, Bameh, Kizil Rebdt* Shehrvl-isldm, 
described as a place of extensive ruins built of fire-burned bricks, 
and Pardu, which appears to have been a place of pilgrimage, 
where there are ruined shrines to 'All, &c. 

More in the mountains, and north of the last-mentioned range, 
lie the more mountainous districts, which are too numerous to be 
detailed, many of them consisting of little more than a single vil- 
lage. On the way from Deregez we passed through Meiheu- 
Kokan, T'hveri, Kasman, Daulat-Khaneh, Rawir, Shehrazan, 
Karacheh, and Sukiyeh, to Shirwan. On our left we had the fine 
valley of Kal'ah Yusuf Khan, j On the right were Gerenheh and 
Insha.J with others, which give their waters to the Atrak. 

From Shirwan we passed through Dereh Shur§ and Hazar- 
jeribj| to Bujnurd, having Germeh Khan upon our right, while on 
the left the mountain of 'Alatagh^j separated us from Sang-khast. 
Proceeding westward, we descended into the Mdnah valle}', 
passed through part of Insha (another district), and leaving the 
valley of the Atrak to the right entered Semalghan, from whence 
passing through the desert places of Zerd, Kohistdn, Julgehi-Kel- 
dt-hd, and Kalpush, with Miichih on our right, and Armudli** on 
the left, to Deheneh-zoh, the pass by which we descended into 
Gurgan.-j-f - 

The mountains facing westward, from Parau to Senker, are 
furrowed deeply with ravines, each of which gives access by a pass, 
more or less steep and abrupt, to the plain that intervenes between 
the base of the mountains and the Caspian sea. Of these valleys 
or passes the principal are the Pardu, the Chander, the Sunt, and 
the 'Serisheii. These all pour their streams into the Atrak, of 
which they form a large proportion ; and their course is neces- 
sarily much to the south of west. A ridge of hills, running a long 
way into the plain, and named Marabeh, divides the Atrak on 
the south from the Sarasu,JJ which joins it at the terminating 
point of the range. Through this valley runs one pass. The 
next is that of Deheneh-zoh, by which we descended. Next 
comes Deheneh Kuzlu,§§ which leads from a fine julgeh (green 
valley) Kara Shokh ; then Dehneh Eshekli',|||| which leads 
from the plain of Armudli; then Kuzlu Dehneh and Jul- 



* Red-hostel. f Lord Joseph's castle.— S. + Please God !— S. 

§ Salt valley.— S. || Thousand acres.— S. 

*ft 'Ala tagh (Turk.), beautiful mountain.— S. 
** Pronounced Armi'it-li, i. e. Pear-place. — S. 
f ft Called by the Arabs, who substitute j for g, Jurjan, the ancient capital of the 
country, of which a complete account, drawn from Asiatic geographers and histo- 
rians, is given by the Baron de Sacy in the Mines d'Orient, i. 338.— S. 
XX Sarl-sii (Turk.), i, e. yellow water ? — S. 
§§ Walnut-tree mouth (T.)— S. [||| Ass's mouth (T.)— S. 
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geh, which leads from Kalpush. The mountain of Serau inter- 
venes between Kuzlu and Eshekli Dehenehs ; and Nil koh,* a 
mountain celebrated in the Shah Nameh, stands at the mouth of 
the latter. 

But the mountainous tract which we have been describing 
becomes more peculiarly important from being the separating 
boundary between the fierce Turkoman tribes and the northern 
districts of Persia, which have been desolated by these marauders ; 
and as the passes by which they reach the upper country all lead 
through this barrier, it becomes a matter of interest to ascertain 
the number and character of these several lines of approach. 

From the best information that could be obtained upon the spot, 
the following are the principal passes from the Atak to Upper 
Khordsdn, beginning from the eastern end of the tract in question : 

1st, Puli-Khdtun, or the Ladies' Bridge. I am not sure 
whether a separate pass has obtained this name from the bridge 
so called, which is thrown, as I believe, over the Mash-hed river, 
or whether the name merely designates a particular bridge in one 
of the succeeding passes. It is by this way that plundering parties 
destined for Turbat, Ha'ideri,f and the road towards Gh6riyan, 
and Herat, ascend the hills. 

Qnd, Ak-derbend. 

3rd, Muzderan. — I do not know whether these are one and 
the same, or different passes, but they are both on the road from 
Mash-hed to Serakhs. Burnes, in coming from that place, passed 
Derbend at forty- eight miles from Serakhs, and calls it the same 
as Muzderan. Derbend (or the gate) is a common term for such 
passes, and this may mean Ak-derbend, or the white gate. On 
the other hand, Burnes says nothing of the Mash-hed river, which 
certainly bursts through the southern continuation of the Kel'at 
mountains at Ak-derbend, from which it seems probable that he 
ascended by a separate pass, namely, that of Muzderan, leaving 
the Mash-hed river and the Ak-derbend pass to his left. There 
is also a doubt as to the precise point where the Mash-hed river 
joins the T'hejen. 

The scenery of these passes, whether one and the same, or 
different, is described as picturesque, though not rich in wood. 
The ascent from the Mash-hed side is comparatively equable ; 
but the corresponding descent towards Serakhs, on the N.E. side, 
is more precipitous. 

4th, Keldt-Nddiri,% a pass to the Atak, lies through the in- 
closed valley of Kelat ; but independently of its natural obstacles, 
which are great, no one can pass through that valley unless with 
the consent of the chief, who resides in this natural stronghold. 

5th, Chapishlu.§ — To the west of Kelat. It is steep and rugged, 

* Blue mount (P.)— S. + Haider's tomb. 

I Nadir's castle. § Blindman's-buff-Place.— S. 
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and with great difficulty practicable for guns ; but I am not in 
possession of any further particulars regarding it. 

6th, Alldhu-Akber, or Nardewdn Nddiri (the ladder of Nadir). 
— This leads directly from the valley of Deregez, and then by 
T'haveri or other roads into the valley of Khabushan. It was 
improved by Nadir Sh&h to facilitate the passage of artillery, and 
is defended by three bastions. Though steep and rugged on the 
south side of the mountain, the road down to the Deregez valley 
is tolerably good and easy. I saw heavy guns dragged both up 
and down this pass. 

7th, Tuinji. — A very steep ascent from the south, imprac- 
ticable as it now stands, for the passage of guns — a long, tortuous 
and steep, but less difficult descent into the Deregez valley. It 
is connected with the pass of Zirek, which traverses the central 
ridge, and is sharp but not difficult. 

8th, Zohi-Gerenheh.* — A fine romantic pass; difficultly prac- 
ticable for guns, and very defensible. It crosses the most northern 
ridge ; and its lower extremity is defended by a bastion with guns 
mounted, which commands the water. 

9th, Zohi-Deringeh. — A very romantic defile like the last, 
difficult though practicable for guns. There is a fine spring on 
each side of theKof hal\ (or ascent and descent). One principal 
branch of the river Atrak takes its rise at Insha, a point in this 
defile, and the stream must be repeatedly crossed in threading it. 
There is a derbend or rocky pass like a gateway at its lower 
extremity. 

These are the principal passes from the Atrak to the upper 
country; but there are a variety of others of less importance and 
more difficulty, several of which lead directly to Deregez, from 
vallies opening at Radikan, Chinaran, and Khabushan, &c. ; 
others again lead from various points, but join the passes already 
enumerated. To the west of Bujnurd the hills become lower 
and more open, so that the paths by which the Turkomans can 
invade the upper country are by far more numerous. There are 
four or five which lead into the Mdnah valley alone ; several others 
which lead to Semalghan, and others still more easy, that crossing 
the Atrak and its valley, lead to Jajerm, Mei'-ome'id, 'Abbas- 
abad, &c. Between Deregez and Kelat-Nadiri there are also 
some pathways of great difficulty and scarcely practicable for 
horsemen. 

Itinerary with bearings and distances from Sabzawar to Mash- 
hed by the Serd-vildyet, or upper (cold) country. 

May 30th and 31st, 1834.— From Sabzawar to Kahrfz-degez, 
nine hours and a half, chiefly by night. First half over a plain, 
then through a defile among low hills, and a pass called Chehel 

* The word Zoh signifies a defile. 

■f Kutal or Kfital, a mountain-pass. — S. Kut'hal in northern Persia. 
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Pehlewan or the Forty Champions. The village, a miserable 
ruinous place on a plain twenty miles broad by sixty or seventy 
long, commencing at the mountain and district of Jaghetal on the 
west, and issuing out on the plain of Nishapur on the east- it is 
bounded on the north by the hills of Bam and Miyah-abad. 

May 3lst and June 1st. — On to Maskun, a small village, and 
then by night through the 'All Zengi pass, and up a grassy valley 
with a stream to 'Abdu-llah-gau; distance about forty miles from 
Kahriz-degez, and direction about N. 25 E., on the whole time 
eleven hours, through hills of moderate height covered with grass, 
with plains among them of various extent. 'Abdu-llah-gau is a 
thriving village of a thieving tribe, in the plain or valley of Sultan- 
Me'idan, and within two miles of that town, now ruined. 

Bearings from Kahriz-degez: — Village of Maskun of route 
N. 30 E. 12 miles. Direction of route, N. 35 E. 15 miles; of 
'Abdullah-gau, N. 25 E. 30 miles; of Sufi-dbad (not seen) N. 
5 W. 15 miles; of Bam (not seen) N. 28 miles ; of Miydn-abad 
(not seen) N. 25 W. Peak of Jajerm-hill, pointed out, probably 
an error, N. 42 W. 

June 2nd. — From 'Abdu-llah-gau to Nadir-tepeh,* to a ruined 
caravanseray, where we halted for breakfast ; all the way through 
green valleys and cultivated land, with moderate pasture-hills on 
either hand. Then entered the long valley of Khabushdn, Chin- 
paran, &c, nearly in the same direction, and after eleven hours 
and a half, of which three-quarters in halts, reached the small vil- 
lage of Kal'ah Seyyed-ha, distance about 42 miles. 

June 3rd. — On to Gunah-abad ;f along the same plain, partly 
cultivated, partly meadows, to Gundh-abad ; generally fine graz- 
ing-ground, but the country ruined by wars and plundering 
parties ; distance about 24 miles. 

June 4th. — On to Mash-hed, J passing through Khushmiti, and 
along a fine plain, with plenty of grass and cultivation ; distance 
28 miles. 

From Mash-hed to Deregez ; and from thence, by Bujnurd, to 
Gurgan. 

June 18th and 19th. — To Radkan, as formerly, through the 
plain of Mash-hed, by Tus, and through the meadow of Chi- 
naran. 

June 20th. — From Radkan to Muchulun, about 14 miles, 
passing through the thriving village of Suhun, and all along the 
skirts of the hills that bound the valley on the N.E. 

June 21. — To Yestanji, 10 miles — a miserable village; di- 
rection from Radkan, distant 24 miles, N. 58 W. ; rising among 
hills on the right to Chamani-Naucheh; and then on same 
direction, crossing a small range to Kal'ah Yusu f-khan — passed 

* NadirVhill. (T.)— S. + Sin-abode.— S. 

% Mash-hed Imam Riza, i, e., the place of the Imam Riga's martyrdom.— S. 
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many pretty valleys, with much verdure. Kal'ah Yusuf-khan* is 
a fine village, in a green, well-cultivated, and pleasant valley, 
through which runs the Yae'c,\ in a full stream, which joins that 
which flows by Khabiishan. 

On nearly same direction, ascending the narrow valley, or 
defile of the Yae'k, to T'haveri — a knot of three or four villages, 
in a small plain, surrounded by well-cultivated hills. 

June 22. — On from T'haveri, to the pass of Zik,J about six 
miles ; then descend into the pretty green valley of Bosmeyu. 
Direction of Kal'ah Yusuf-khan, from top of Zirek-pass S. 20 to 
25 W. On to top of Tuinji § pass — a very steep zig-zag path — 
up the face of a precipitous cliff. From top of Tui'nji to Mo- 
hammed-abad of Deregez, 15 miles distant N., 50 E. On 
descending, first very precipitously ; — then through a tortuous 
defile, for full twelve miles ; — then, turning sharp to the left, up 
the bank of the ravine, we entered the valley of Deregez, and 
rode in a northerly direction for full 16 miles to the Persian 
camp — no bearings obtained. 

July 1. — Bearings from Kizil-kotal, a height overlooking the 
Atrak, about 8 miles N. E. : — Abiverd — due east 12 miles. 
Bdbdjuk, Mir, and another village, N.N.E. about 8 or 9 miles. 
General direction of the hill -skirts and the hills themselves, from 
Kelat Nadiri, and probably from Serakhs — so far as can be seen 
and judged — probably to Nisa Dirun, Mehineh, &c, for 60 
miles at least, about N.N.W. and S.S.E. Nothing to be seen 
looking on the Atak but an apparently boundless plain, brown, 
arid, and dusty — without a vestige of habitations, except the vil- 
lages mentioned. 

July 2. — Mohammed-abad, we crossed the plain or valley of 
Deregez, to the foot of the pass of Allahu-Akber || — which 
ascended : road good — broad, and ascent, for the most part, not 
abrupt. No bearings taken, but direction by general observation 
somewhat to the westward of south. 

July 3.— Descend Allahu-Akber pass — very rough and preci- 
pitous — but the heavy guns were taken down this way ; and on, 
about 4 miles in all, to the SerdaVs^f camp, in the hollow of 
Meiheu-kokan, a rich green valley, with a fine stream — up which 
we marched, and crossed the intervening high ground, to a de- 
scent nearly as lofty and rugged as the Allahu-Akber pass, by 
which we dropped into the valley of T'haveri again. 

July 4.- — On, in a westerly course, up the T'haveri valley — a 
fine rich green julgeh — and through those of Kasman, Daulat- 
Khaneh, Raver, Shehrizan, to Karacheh.** No bearings, but by 
occasional glances at the compass direction very little to north 

* Joseph Khan's Castle. — S. f Yai'k, or Yayik (T.) i. e. broad, wide. — S. 

+ Zirek (P.) swift.— S. § Tuyinji(T.) watchman.— S. I ' God is Great.' 
f Commander's, (P.)— S. ** Black Well. (P.)— S. 
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of west. The whole way, a succession of the richest and greenest 
meadows, watered by fine streams. 

July 5. — Quitted the line of julgehs, or natural meadows, by a 
pass to the left, and rose high among a maze of hillocks — the 
skirts of the northern hills of the Khabushan and Shir wan Valley, 
to Sukhi, about 18 miles, the road traversing a tract of arid 
heights ; — then 6 miles more, to Shi'rwan, along a plain — rich, 
but a good deal burned up. Shi'rwan, a small town, once con- 
taining 3000 houses and fortified, now a ruin almost empty, and 
the wall broken down in every part. 

July 6. — From Shirwiin to Bujnurd, over a series of craggy 
heights to the Kotal of Alakhahband — from whence, on left, 
the fine village and district of Zauran — into which descended. 
Further on, to right, saw the pass of Kal'ah-zoh, which is said to 
lead directly to the Atak without any bad descent, and is accord- 
ingly a great route of the Turkomans ; — next turned up a narrow 
and winding ravine, called the Dereh Shur (salt- valley), which is 
the boundary between the lands of Khabushan and Bujnurd. 
At the head of this Dereh we came to the plain of Hezaijerfb, 
formerly a notable place of Turkoman resort, but now cultivated. 
A pass, called the Ak-kotal, leads from this plain over a succession 
of broken ground, into the valley of Bujnurd. 

July 12.— Onwards 7 miles, to Lenger Village, about N.N.W. 

July 13.— On 4 miles, to Akhor pass,* from Bujnurd, about 
N. 15 to 80 W. — a high hill, overlooking the M6nah Valley, 
and hills intervening between it and the Atrak. 

Bearings from thence : — Kal'ah-khan of Semalghan, distance 
14 miles S. 75 W. General direction of course of Atrak, W. 25 
N. Mdnah Valley lies E. and W. Akhal on the Atrak, as pointed 
out by the guide, N.E. Mehineh, N. 25 E. Parau, N. 25 W. 

On our right was a high hill, Kard-buldk,\ with a village, 
Karachai, at its foot ; Germeh-khan, a julgeh or valley, N. and 
N.E. of Bujnurd, furnishes a stream to the Atrak. The water 
from Shi'rwan comes round it on the N., and falls into the 
Mdnah in a fine full stream. That from Shin'n-Dereh, a small 
dell among the maze of hillocks and hills on the opposite side, 
between the valley and the Atrak, enters the valley nearly oppo- 
site. The waters of Kush-khaneh and Germ-ab (or Germau), 
which run in a channel not in sight, join the Atrak (into which 
the Mdnah has fallen) a good way below ; and we hear of no 
other stream of consequence on that side, till those of the Sunt, 
Chander, Parau, &c, which came from their respective hills and 

valleys. 

On the left, the water from Semalghan joins the Monah — then 



* StaUe. (T.)— S. t Black Town. (TO— S. 

VOL. VIII. Z 
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that of Insha, joined by that of Airan — both rising in the moun- 
tain of Kurkud ; then, lower down, the streams from the Khal- 
bash-julgeh, and from Muchi'h. 

The mountains N. of the Atrak appear to be a most singular 
mass of dry, brown, scorched hillocks and rocky ridges, heaped on 
each other, and ribbed and furrowed in the most extraordinary 
manner, but exhibiting not the smallest particle of either vege- 
table or animal life. A few dark spots, it is true, on nearer 
inspection, upon those nearest the valley, denote bushes of the 
cedar or thorn,* common to such arid regions; but in the three 
or four days' journey across these mountains, I could hear of no 
habitable spot, and scarcely of a fresh-water spring. The Sunt 
Mountain is the highest to the north of the Mdnah and Atrak 
valley, as Kurkud is on the south. 

Onwards, descending into the Monah valley, and through 
several Turkoman villages, to Kal'ah-khan of Semalghan. 

July 15. — Onwards, across a desert, dry track of irregular 
ground, skirting Kurkud, to the site of a village called Zerd,f long 
ago ruined by the Turkomans, on a pretty streamlet, when 
breakfasted. Then, in same direction, to the Mohak valley, and 
turned up to Kahistan, J another ruined village, where we bivou- 
acked : it is on the Insha stream, and fairly whithin the centre of 
the Kurkud mountains. 

July 16. — Onwards, among heights and ravines, the skirts of 
Kurkud, down to a deep broad hollow, Derehi-keldt-hd, or " The 
Valley of the Forts," leading into the Khalbash valley or plain, 
between which and that of Armudli intervenes a long low 
ridge, the tail of a part of Kurkud. This valley, irregularly 
varied with high grounds, is all barren and arid. Onwards, 
among hillocks on the S.E. side of the Muchi'h valley. The 
Atrak here, within about four farsakhs or sixteen miles, makes a 
bend to the northward ;- — turn up through fine corn-land of the 
Gdklan Turkomans,§ and descend through the Deheneh-zoh — a 
precipitous and long pass through a deep forest, to the camp of 
Mahmud Wall Khan Gdklan ; — general course from Bivouac at 
Kohistan to this camp, nearly W. £ N., from 48 to 50 miles. 

July 18. — 5 farsakhs, or 20 miles farther to Haider Khan's 
camp, course about S.W. by S. — a perfect plain, covered with the 
withered and burnt-up vegetation of the spring, where not eaten 
bare by the flocks of the Gdklan Turkomans.)! 

* Juniper? (S.) + Yellow. (P.)— S. ♦ Mountain Track.— S. 

(j Orkoklen. Klaproth ; Asia Polyglotta, p. 217.— S. 
|| The spelling of the names is in some places doubtful, as it is very difficult to 
ascertain which, z,s, A, 01 g, is required, unless the word has been written down by 
a learned native. Some of the names ending in tin should probably be terminated 
by an, as that syllable, when final, has now for nearly three centuries been usually 
pronounced tin by the Persians. S. 



